
 The proposal by Dale Reich to allow Novice and Advanced classlicensees in the
Amateur Radio Sevice to upgrade their license class based
on a proposed merit and service credit should be DENIED.  A Novice
or Advanced class licensee may upgrade their license by passing the
existing Element 2 or Element 4 written exam, respectively.  No additional
accommodation is necessary as Novice and Advanced class licensees are not
prohibited from taking the exams.  The proposal seeks to formalize a policy
of age discrimination in favor of older individuals. Such age discrimination
is allright for a senior citizen advocacy group such as the American
Association
of Retired Persons (ARRP), but is not appropriate for or in the best
interests
of the the Amateur Radio Service.
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